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1 . WESTERN BEACH, SEISMIC VESSEL MENTIONED PARA 2 REFTEL 

IS AMERICAN FLAG VESSEL OWNED BY WESTERN ARABIAN GEOPHYSICAL 

(AMERICAN COMPANY) AND HAS BEEN UNDER CONTRACT TO 

MOBIL FOR SIESMIC WORK IN MOBIL'S AGREEMTN AREA 

IN SOUTHWESTERN CORNER GULF OF SUEZ. ACCORDING MOBIL 

EXPLORATION MANAGER AND WESTERN GEOPHYSICAL OFFICE IN 

CAIRO, WESTERN BEACH HAS BEEN RUNNING SEISMIC SURVEYS 

RELATED TO WELL SAFETY CHECKS BETWEEN AMOCO' WELL IN 

BLOCK 382 AND MOBIL RIG WHICH CURRENTLY DRILLING NEAR 

ASHRAF ISLAND. ACCORDING TO BOTH SOURCES, IN RUNNING THESE 

LINES, VESSEL WAS INTERCEPTED "MANY TIMES" ON EACH DAY OF SEISMIC 

PROGRAM WHICH RAN FROM DECEMBR 28 TO DECEMBER 31. WESTERN BEACH 

C APTIAN, WHO HAS BEEN WORKING IN GULF OF SUEZ FOR PAST 

FOUR YEARS, OBEYED EACH ISRAELI ORDER TO MOVE WEST; THEN 

WHEN PATROL BOAT HAD GONE, HE RETURNED UNTIL AGAIN 

ORDERED TO LEAVE. SEISMIC PROGRAM COMPLETED DECEMBER 31. 
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2. ON JANUARY 2 WESTERN BEACH BEGAN WORK FOR COPE 

(EGYPTIAN OPERATING COMPANY AT ABU RUDEIS AND BELAYIM 

FIELDS). VESSEL LEFT SAFAGA FOR BELAYIM MORNING 

JANUARY 4. WHILE WE WERE TALKING WITH WESTERN GEOPHYSICAL 

MANAGER (ABOUT 1100Z JANUARY 4), GUPCO INFORMED HIM 

THAT WESTERN BEACH, ON TRIP NORTH THROUGH RAMADAN FIELD, 
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HAD CROSSED MEDIAN LINE AND HAD BROUGHT ISRAELI PATROL 
BOATS RACING INTO RAMADAN FIELD. WESTERN GEOPHYSICAL 
MANAGER IMMEDIATELY ORERED WESTERN BEACH TO PURSUE 
COURSE WELL WEST OF MEDIAN LINE AND CAPTAIN ACKNOWLEDGED 
HIS COMMAND. 

3. COMMENT. BOTH MOBIL AND WESTERN GEOPHYSICAL DESCRIBED 
WESTERN BEACH'S PROBLEMS WITH ISRAELI GUNBOATS DURING 
LAST WEEK OF DECEMBER AS ROUTINE. WE REQUESTED EACH 
MANAGER, IN EFFORT PROTECT AMERICAN LIVES AND PROPERTY, 

TO INFORM US OF ANY SUCH OCCURANCES IN THE FUTURE. BOTH 
PROMISED THEY WOULD. 
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